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ABSTRACT: Alasdair MacIntyre’s Afrer Virtue has made a significant impact
within business ethics. This impact has centered upon applications of the virtues-
goods-practices-institutions schema (Moore & Beadle, 2006). In this article.
I develop an extension of the practices-institutions schema (Moore, 2017),
drawing upon Maclntyre’s later text, Dependent Rational Animals. Two key
concepts drawn from this text are “networks of giving and receiving” and “the
virtues of acknowledged dependence.” Networks of giving and receiving are
non-calculative relationships that enable participants to cope with vulnerability.
These relationships are sustained by the virtues of acknowledged dependence,
including just generosity, misericordia, and beneficence, virtues that direct partic-
ipants to treat the needs of others as reasons for action. Drawing upon research
in social network theory, I develop an example illustrating the application of
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Anupama Mahajan'
Anukrit Mahajan®

Abstract

‘With business organizations increasingly finding themselves confronted with ethical issues and dilemmas,
concerns for codes of ethics have also intensified and so has the research interest in the field.
This article reports the results of a cross-sectional survey that the authors carried out to assess the
incidence of code of ethics among Indian business firms, examine managerial perceptions about the role
of ethics as a source of ethical learning and the likely influence of codes on employees’ thinking and
behaviour, and to assess surveyed mangers’ perceptions about the reasons responsible for compliance
and non-compliance of codes. Based on findings of the survey, managerial implications have been spelt
out and directions for future researches in the area have been provided.

Keywords

Code of ethics, ethical learning, Indian managers, compliance, non-compliance

Ethics, of late, has become all pervasive and a matter of concern in all walks of human life, And this 1s
true of business also. In the wake of growing confrontation with ethical dilemmas and increasing
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With business organizations increasingly finding themselves confronted with ethical issues and dilemmas, concemns for codes of ethics have also intensified and so has
the research interest in the field. This article reports the results of a cross-sectional survey that the authors carried out to assess the incidence of code of ethics among
Indian business firms, examine managerial perceptions about the role of ethics as a source of ethical leaming and the likely influence of codes on employees’ thinking
and behavicur, and to assess surveyed mangers' perceptions about the reascns respensible for compliance and nen-compliance of codes. Based on findings of the
survey, managernial implications have been spelt out and directions for future researches in the area have been provided.
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