HANDBOOK FOR ERASMUS+ STUDENTS
This handbook contains the most important information regarding your Erasmus mobility.

Please read and save this handbook. ☺

Before departure
FUNDING
· Students receive 80% of the total grant before departure for Erasmus+ mobility. For example, if a student participare in 2-month traineeship in Latvia, the awarded grant is €756/month or €1512 total. Before departure, the student receives 80% of the grant, which is €1209). For recent-graduate traineeship, 70% is paid before departure. In exceptional cases, 100% may be paid in advance.

· The remaining 20–30% is paid only after the mobility is successfully completed. If the student lacks living expenses, a request may be submitted for early payment of the remaining amount.

· For short-term mobility (1–2 weeks), 100% of the grant is usually paid before the mobility. These conditions are detailed in the Grant Agreement.

· Students from disadvantaged backgrounds may receive additional funding. Participants with physical, mental, or other disabilities may receive additional funding based on actual expenses. Fixed additional support for disadvantaged participants: €250/month for long-term mobility; €100 (5–14 days) or €150 (15–30 days) for short-term mobility. You must inform the International Relations Office (IRO) staff before signing the Grant Agreement.

· If the mobility is terminated at the student's initiative, the student may be required to return Erasmus+ funds (see the Grant Agreement).

· Erasmus+ grant amounts and funding rules are determined by the European Commission and the Education Exchange Support Fund and may vary depending on the project:
	Country groups
	Long-term study mobility 
	Long-term traineeship mobility
	Short-term blended mobility (1-14 d.)
	Short-term blended mobility (15-30 d.)

	Ireland, Denmark, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Norway, Finland, Sweden, Austria, Belgium, Greece, Italy, Spain, Cyprus, Malta, Netherlands, France, Portugal, Germany
	674 €/month
	824 €/month
	79 €/day
	56 €/day

	Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Estonia, Croatia, Latvia, Poland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Turkey, Hungary
	606 €/month
	756 €/month
	79 €/day
	56 €/day


Insurance
Insurance is mandatory for all Erasmus+ participants. It must be valid in the destination country and cover the entire mobility period.

· For study mobility – health insurance is required, which can be purchased from private insurance companies.

· For traineeship mobility – required insurance includes: liability insurance, accident insurance, and health insurance (usually offered as a combined package by any insurance company or bank). If the host company officially employs you, they usually provide insurance. In that case, separate purchase is not needed.

You can purchase insurance from any insurance company or bank. 

English language courses
· All students can take an English language test (or other languages) in the OLS system. You can access and attend selected foreign language courses completely free of charge.

· If the host university/company requires an English certificate, it can be obtained in the system after passing the placement test.
· The instruction is uploaded into kvk.lt website.
· Register for courses via this link: https://academy.europa.eu/local/euacademy/pages/course/community-overview.php?title=learn-language-basics-with-online-language-support
Dormitory
· If you live in the KVK dormitory: regarding price changes during Erasmus+ mobility, please send inquiry to dormitory administration: a.lenkauskiene@kvk.lt ; j.pekautiene@kvk.lt to get the information that is up to date. 
· Before leaving for Erasmus+ mobility, inform the dormitory administrator and submit a request. Dormitory manager: Areta Lenkauskienė, a.lenkauskiene@kvk.lt.

Tuition fees
You must continue to pay tuition for KVK according to the payment schedule. Erasmus+ mobility does not exempt you from tuition fees at the home university.
Visa/Residence permit
Students traveling outside the EU may need a visa or residence permit in the host country. Please check specific country requirements via the Ministry of Foreign Affairs website. A visa typically costs €50–100.

· When a visa is required to enter the country, apply at the respective country's embassy at least 1–3 months in advance.

· If a visa is not required for entry but the stay exceeds 3 months, you can apply for a visa or residence permit during the first 3 months in the host country.

· In some cases, visas can be arranged upon arrival at the airport.

KVK representation
Please don‘t forget, that during your Erasmus mobility, you will represent yourself, KVK, and Lithuania.

Be prepared with a few sentences about the KVK, Klaipėda, Lithuania, culture, and cuisine - you will likely be asked. You can contact IRO for KVK promotional materials. You can find information in kvk.lt website (English version) and KVK’s YouTube channel. You may also get KVK t-shirts before departure from IRO.

When going for mobility, especially traineeship, we recommend bringing a small Lithuanian souvenir or chocolate (optional).

During the mobility
Changing selected courses (only for study mobility)
If your selected study subjects are unavailable in a host university, or other issues arise, you may modify your study agreement. You may add/delete subjects or change number of ECTS credits. These changes must be made within the first study month via the Online Learning Agreement platform under the “Changes” section. The form must be approved and signed by you, your KVK academic department, and the host university.

Changing the mobility period

The study/traineeship period/during may be changed during the mobility by completing the “Changes” section in the LEARNING AGREEMENT or ONLINE LEARNING AGREEMENT website. Notify IRO staff about these changes.
· Extension of mobility period – additional funding may be available to extend your study or traineeship mobility.
· Reduction of mobility period – if you wish to end your mobility earlier, please inform IRO. This is possible under certain restrictions.

Minimum duration: Long-term mobility: 2 months (60 days), Short-term mobility: 5 days. If the minimum period is completed and requirements are fulfilled, only part of grant for unused days must be refunded to KVK. 

Ending mobility earlier than the minimum period may require returning the full Erasmus grant.

Blended mobility
Erasmus programme offers blended mobility option – students may spend part of the time abroad and part in Lithuania (working online). This applies to both study and traineeship mobility. Students may start virtually and complete it physically abroad (or vice versa). This is ideal for students who cannot go abroad for a longer period.

· The grant covers only the physical mobility period. No grant is offered for the virtual period.

· In force majeure situations, physical mobility may be replaced by virtual mobility. Interruptions are allowed between physical and virtual periods (“interruption days”).

· Duration and form of mobility will be confirmed in the Transcript of Records-Certificate. Learning outcomes from both physical and virtual mobility are recognized.

· The host institution and KVK must agree with blended mobility option before it starts.

After the mobility
Reporting to the International Relations Department
After completing your mobility, you must report to the International Relations Department (IRO) within 30 days. Documents may be submitted online (scanned). Required documents:

· Certificate of Mobility – signed by a responsible person of the host university/company. Ensure accurate dates (matching the Grant Agreement), obtained ECTS credits (except for recent-graduates), and grade. If grades are not in the 10-point system, the host institution must provide an explanation. The certificate may be free-form or part of the LEARNING AGREEMENT (“After the mobility”).

· Erasmus participant survey – to be completed after the mobility via an email invitation.

· Students must share their Erasmus experience via: a short video, written form, or orally. Ideally, submit a short video from your studies/traineeship, for social media use. If a video is not possible, write a short reflection and add 1–3 photos. If you prefer not to share publicly, send your feedback to IRO directly (in person, by phone, or email).

Reporting to the Academic Department
You must also report to your academic department by submitting the mobility certificate. For academic matters (coursework, exams, etc.), contact your department head.

· After Erasmus studies – submit „Transcript of records“ with all semester grades and credits for recognition.

· After Erasmus traineeship – submit the traineeship certificate with credits and evaluation.

· After Erasmus recent graduate traineeship – no need to report to the academic department, only to IRO.

Credit transfer after Erasmus study mobility
After Erasmus+ studies, submit a Certificate-Transcript of Records with your grades and credits from the host university. Sometimes subjects do not match, or students may fail a course abroad. That’s okay! You have one semester to complete those missing subjects after returning from your Erasmus mobility (e.g., if returning in January, you should complete these missing subjects by June). Coordinate this with your academic department head.

If you already know some subjects will not be recognized, begin resolving this before departure for the mobility. Contact lecturers directly to see what can be completed remotely, so only the exam remains upon return (or possibly even remotely).

If you have any questions or if you experience any kind of issues during any stage of the mobility – please contact the International Relations Department as soon as possible:
Eglė Jasinskytė
e.jasinskyte@kvk.lt
+37063007736

